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1. Chemical safety and security, as an issue, is not totally a new subject for the 

Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons in The Hague /OPCW/. 

The OPCW Second Review Conference reaffirmed concerns expressed at the 

First Review Conference that chemical facilities may become subject to attacks 

or other incidents that could lead to the release or theft of toxic chemicals. The 

OPCW Second Review Conference welcomed the fact that some States Parties 

had taken measures to minimise such risks and encouraged States Parties to 

exchange experiences and discuss related issues. The OPCW Second Review 

Conference also recognised the need for close cooperation with other relevant 

international organisations and agencies active in this field.  

 

2. The UN Global Counter-terrorism Strategy, adopted by consensus in September 

2006, encourages the International Atomic Energy Agency and the OPCW to 

continue their efforts, within their respective mandates, to help States to build 

capacity to prevent terrorists from accessing nuclear, chemical, or radiological 

materials, to ensure security at related facilities, and to respond effectively in the 

event of an attack using such materials. 

 

3. Since the Second Review Conference the OPCW, together with its Member 

States and the Secretariat, has successfully conducted a number of targeted 

activities aimed at building national and regional capacities in the area of 

prevention of, preparedness for, and response to incidents involving the misuse or 

release of toxic chemicals, and to enhance chemical safety and security.  

 

4. These activities and statements by the OPCW Member States have confirmed that 

the introduction of the chemical safety and security in the work of the OPCW is 

highly desirable, although it has to be done gradually and carefully. The OPCW 

should not aim at developing its own independent capacity or regulatory 

standards and monitoring responsibilities in the area of chemical security. The 

OPCW should not include chemical safety and security issues in inspection and 

verification activities. The OPCW should, rather, serve as a facilitator and 

promoter of voluntary cooperation, with the emphasis on regional cooperation. 

 

5. Poland supports the evolution of the OPCW, as a long term objective, towards a 

platform, or venue, of support for global cooperation in reducing the chemical 

threat. Article VIII of the Chemical Weapons Convention establishes the OPCW 

as a forum for consultation and cooperation. The platform should promote 

international cooperation in peaceful uses of chemistry, enhancement of security 



at chemical plants, and support national capacity for prevention, preparedness and 

response against misuse of toxic chemicals. The platform should engage all the 

relevant stakeholders, including government agencies, chemical industry 

associations, academia and the scientific community, and the relevant 

international organisations. The platform should facilitate and promote a 

comprehensive/synergetic implementation of the provisions of the Convention 

and voluntary cooperation in the area of chemical safety and security.  

 

6. One of the goals of the OPCW chemical security programme could be the 

provision of guidance and assistance to help Member States establish a strong 

chemical security culture. An effective chemical security culture can result in a 

significant increase in the effectiveness of the security of chemical materials and 

associated facilities and transport.  

 

7. The chemical industry will be a crucial partner in promoting the issues of 

chemical safety and security. The Responsible Care programme has now 

incorporated a security code, which encourages companies requiring facility, 

cyber and transportation security to conduct comprehensive security vulnerability 

assessments of the facilities, implement security enhancement, and create security 

management systems.  

 

8. The OPCW should encourage States Parties to exchange experiences and 

promote efforts to enhance safety and security at chemical plants and in 

transportation of chemicals.  

 

9. The OPCW should develop relationships and partnerships, as appropriate, with 

relevant regional and international organisations, and international initiatives to 

enhance chemical safety and security, including through the G8 Global 

Partnership /G8 GP/. G8 GP is playing a growing role in addressing the threats 

posed by weapons and materials of mass destruction, including efforts to enhance 

chemical safety. While the G8 GP provides a broad policy support and a general 

framework for cooperation between the GP members, including donors and the 

international organizations, a concrete cooperation in chemical security should be 

provided through the relevant international partners, including the OPCW.        

 

10. The active and successful engagement of the OPCW in programmes to decrease 

chemical threat and support capacity building has increased interest in the ability 

of the OPCW to assist States Parties in the prevention of, preparedness for, and 

response to incidents involving the misuse or release of toxic chemicals and in 

enhancing chemical safety and security.  The provisions of Articles X and XI of 

the Chemical Weapons Convention provide important mechanisms for States 

Parties to address issues in this context.  

11. The steady development of the OPCW as a platform to decrease the chemical 

threat, promote international cooperation, and enhance chemical safety and 

security, will broaden the scope and accommodate the implementation of Article 

X (on assistance and protection) and Article XI (on international and 

technological cooperation) Both articles are core drivers for the OPCW 

transformation.  

 



12. Poland emphasizes the importance of national programmes related to protective 

purposes and the importance of capacity building on prevention and preparedness 

against misuse of toxic chemicals. Along the same lines, we strongly subscribe to 

the need for international cooperation, as enshrined in Article XI of the 

Convention. Programmes which promote international cooperation in peaceful 

use of chemistry, strengthen national controls of toxic chemicals, and enhance the 

security and safety of chemical industry and transportation of chemical agents, 

must be invested in and supported by all the OPCW stakeholders.   

 

13. The forthcoming Third Review Conference, to be held in April 2013, will be an 

important venue to discuss and promote the effective implementation of the 

Chemical Weapons Convention. The Conference should provide guidance on 

how to adapt the implementation of the Convention and the work of the OPCW to 

today’s needs and challenges.  

 

14. The Conference should enhance the roles of the OPCW in national 

capacity-building to counter the growing threats of misuse of toxic chemicals, 

and provide guidance on the further engagement in chemical safety and security.   

 


