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•Kenya Signed the Convention on the 
prohibition of the Development, 
production, Stockpiling and Use of 
Chemical Weapon (OPCW) on 15th January 
1993 

•  Ratified it on 25th April 1997 
•Set up a 20 year plan that will accelerate 
its development called Vision 2030 

 
 

Introduction 



Introduction 

 
A globally competitive and prosperous 
nation with a high quality of life by 2030 
 

Overarching  Vision 

          Science, Technology and Innovation, ICT, infrastructure, HR 
Development, public sector reforms and Security, peace building 
and conflict management  

Economic 

To maintain a 
sustained economic 
growth of 10% p.a 
over the next 18 
years 

Social 

A just and cohesive 
society enjoying 
equitable social 
development in a clean 
and secure 
environment 

Political 

An issue-based, people-
centered, result-
oriented, and 
accountable democratic 
political system 



 
 

ROLE OF NCST 

• Advise 
 
• Promotion 
 
• Coordination 
 



Chemical activities in Kenya  

Industry 

The main activities that produce chemicals 
include:  
(i) Chemical industries that provide fertilizers  
(ii) Chemical-based recycling  
(iii) Cosmetics, varnishes, oils, toiletry, soaps 
 and detergents.  
(iv)  Paints and resins  
(v) Plastics and rubber sector  
 



Chemical activities in Kenya  

  Units  2003  2004  2005  2006  2007  2008  

  
Pigments, paints, 

varnishes etc  Tonnes  7 728  10,301  10,416  10,937  13,107  15,434  

Soaps and cleansing 

preparations, 

perfumes  

Tonnes  7,884  10,154  11,949  13,165  11,508  10,044  

Waxes, polishes 

paste etc  Tonnes  366  286  436  796  374  489  

Amount of chemicals imported  

*There are 43 registered manufacturers of soaps, 
detergents, disinfectants, cosmetics and perfumes. 
Most of the raw material inputs are imported 



PPM is an integrated pulp and paper mill producing 
bleached and unbleached sulphate pulp for manufacture 
of paper and paper boards 



Agriculture  
Agricultural sub-sector uses large quantinties of pesticides 
such as organochlorines and organophosphates which 
contaminate the water ecosystems and environment 

Horticulture, coffee  and pyrethrum industry 



Floriculture / Horticulture 

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Tons 81,215 86,480 91,193 93,639 117,713 120,221 121,891 

KES(B) 22.90 23.56 29.74 39.77 36.70 35.50 44.51 



Manufactured fertilizers in tonnes from 2006-2010:-  

Nitrogeno

us  

69,122  167,986  105,600  177,404  117,853  129,057  

Phosphate  221  27,950  117  2,986  10,306  14,716  

Other 

formulati

ons  

315,31

1  

326,486  330,013  299,023  216,827  331,932  



•  10,000 tons of Medical/chemical wastes are 

generated per year 

• The National hospitals and research institutes are 

the Major culprits 

• All the 7 public Universities offer 

chemistry/biological sciences 

• Many of the hospitals use open burning as a means 

of reducing volumes  

• Disposal of radioactive contaminated waste poises a 

great challenge 

Medical/ Research  Sector  



Other sources 

Poorly managed chemical wastes are risk due to 
scavenging and handling of waste from health facilities. 



Other sources- cont. 



Regulations-Historical 

•  Public Health Act enacted in place in 1921 to 
protect human and regulate the use of 
pesticides by farmers in Kenya 

• The Cattle Cleansing Act (1937),  
• Plant Protection Act (1937), 
•  Water Act Cap 389 ((1951), 
• Poison Substances Ordinances (1954),  
• Agriculture Act (1955),  
• Pharmacy and Poisons Act UK (1957),  



Regulations-Historical 

• Use of Poisonous Substances Act (1963),  
• Food, Drugs and Chemical Substances Act 

(1965),  
• Factories Act (1972),  
• Fertilizers and Animal Foodstuffs Act Cap 345 

(1972),  
• Pest Control Products Act (1983). 
•  The Environmental Management and 

Coordination Act (1999) among others.  
 



NEMA- Industrial Chemicals  

• Environmental Management and Coordination Act,  
• Environmental Impact/Audit Assessment Regulations, 

2003  
• Waste Management Regulations, 2006  
• Water Quality Regulations, 2006  
• Controlled (ODS) Regulations, 2007  

DOHSS- Chemical Concentration in Work Places  

• Occupational Health and Safety Act LN. 60 of 2007  
• Safety and Health Committee Rules, 2004  
• Hazardous Substances Rules, 2007  
• Fire Risk Reduction Rules, 2007  



PCPB - Agricultural Chemicals  

• Pest Control Products Act, Cap 346  
• Licensing of Premises Regulations  
• Labeling, Advertising and Packaging  
• Importation and Exportations Regulations  

Government Chemists Department  
• The Public Health Act, 
•  Pharmacy and Poisons Act,  
• Food, Drugs and Chemical Substances Act, 
• Occupational Safety and Health Act, 
• Evidence Act.  
• PROPOSED Chemical weapons control bill 2010 
 



• Individual organizations 
 
• Chemical society of Kenya 

 
• African Dryland Alliance for  pesticidal plant 

technologies (ADAPPT) 
 

• Chemical Information Exchange Network 
(CIEN). 

Public awareness 



• The legal framework is characterized by overlaps in a 
number of areas.  

• EMCA and the Pest Control Products Act both 
institute systems for registration and regulation of 
pesticides.  

• The mandates of NEMA and PCPB overlap. 
•  Both the Agriculture Act and the Occupational Health 

and Safety Act deal with the health and safety of 
agricultural workers.  

• Such gaps as exist however can be filled in through 
the enactment of the Proposed Chemical weapons 
control bill 2010 
 



Thank you 

Email: secretary@ncst.go.ke 
  Website: http://www.ncst.go.ke 


